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THE ASSOCIATION FOR HORSEMANSHIP SAFETY & EDUCATION IN AUSTRALIA INC. ABN 44 215 962 886
A word from the Office ….
YES! We have a new name….after much discussion during our strategic planning days (15-20 present at various stages of this time, many of whom were clinic instructors and/or committee members) we decided on ‘Horse Safety Australia’. We believe that it says who we are, and we don’t have to explain ‘a_h_s_e_’ any more! Yippee! We will keep ‘the Association for Horsemanship Safety and 
Education’ also, seeing that the qualifications are recognised under this name. Also it is our registered name, and it would be altogether too hard to try to change that now! 
However, generally, the organisation will be known as Horse Safety Australia from now on. We are currently going through the ropes of getting a trademark for the logo and name as per the letterhead of this newsletter. Hope you all like it! 



Nina Arnott Executive Officer
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New developments?

Classic Breakaway Stirrups

Any comments on these escape (breakaway) stirrups? Does anyone have any experiences with these that they can let us know about ?  (good or bad)
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HELMETS

While we all agree that our clients should wear helmets, it is helpful to know some more details about how to fit, care for and keep them in good condition…. (AS/NZS 3838:2006 –new version of the standards- says) 

C2.6 Life expectancy

The life expectancy of a helmet is variable, and no precise life can be stated. They are not indestructible, and they do not last forever. Helmet life depends on the frequency and conditions of use, care and storage. Helmets showing obvious signs of damage or wear should be replaced. In general, helmets have a useable life of 5 years. Those used very frequently may require earlier replacement.


C1.6 Size and fit

Selecting the correct size and fit of helmet is crucial. …. Bulky hairstyles and wearing hair ‘up’ may reduce helmet stability. When wearing a helmet always have the retention system done up. 9.(a) iii iii) To be effective a helmet must fit and be worn correctly. After fitting …grasp the helmet and try to rotate it to the front and rear. A correctly fitted helmet should be comfortable and should not move forward to obscure vision or rearward to expose the forehead.
C2.2 Storage

Helmets should be stored away from heat and direct sunlight. They should not be stored under heavy objects. Wet helmets should be dried out slowly e.g. in clothes airing cupboard, before storage. Helmets subjected to salt water or salt spray should be cleaned with fresh water after use. When not in use helmets should be kept away from damaging direct sunlight and heat and should not be left on the parcel shelves of cars or elsewhere in a sealed vehicle which is exposed to the sun.

C2.4 Chemical damage

Products such as petrol, oils, other petroleum products, paints, adhesives, cleaning agents,

dry cleaning fluids, etc. may attack the helmet and reduce its effectiveness. Such damage

may not be visible. Painting helmets is generally discouraged and it is not safe to assume

that water based paints will not harm the helmet. Specific advice should be sought from

both the paint and helmet manufacturers.  (NOTE:  We have been advised by the manufacturer that Xylene free markers will not damage the helmets)

The next 6-8 months:  Drought and fire!


In the past two weeks there have been serious problems in the Mansfield area for some of our members, and there is no doubt that we are going to see a lot of other drought related problems in the near future... We recommend that you think seriously NOW about how much feed YOU have available for your herd over the next 6-8 months, as hay is already very expensive and hard to obtain. You may have to make some difficult decisions … and consider which horses are least useful to you, then ‘cull’ them to save the good ones! It is unlawful to allow horses to starve and become malnourished, so if you find yourself in the position of being unable to feed your horses, then action must be taken promptly. We have enclosed a fact sheet which has useful information about drought feeding. Here are some other helpful links …


Drought Feeding & Management  for Horses by  David Nash � HYPERLINK "http://www.rirdc.gov.au/reports/HOR/99_98.pdf" ��http://www.rirdc.gov.au/reports/HOR/99_98.pdf� 


Feeding wheat to horses in a drought � HYPERLINK "http://www.agric.nsw.gov.au/reader/handfeedinghorses/a656.htm" ��http://www.agric.nsw.gov.au/reader/handfeedinghorses/�  


Also really useful is “Horses and bushfires” at � HYPERLINK "http://www.horsecouncil.org.au/_Upload/files/bushfires.pdf" ��http://www.horsecouncil.org.au/_Upload/files/bushfires.pdf� 


And there are  more helpful fact sheets by John  Kohnke  (Numbers 20:  Drought feeding: Alternative Hays and Number 21:  Drought Management)  Free call: 1800 11 22 27 and they will send you copies…His website is under reconstruction!


To help you decide on the ‘condition’ of your horses you may like to score them using the system described in AG0928Condition scoring …..of horses….


:� HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/dpi/nreninf.nsf/childdocs/-AG0928" ��http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/dpi/nreninf.nsf/childdocs/-� 














CLINICS:�More clinics are in demand in the near future for southern Queensland, in the Sydney area and in Victoria. We hope to announce the details for these on the website, as soon as they can be finalized.  If you are interested, of know of anyone who wants to attend, please let Nina know as soon as you can so that you/they don’t miss out.     (Phone 08 8536 3274 or 0411 685 211 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:nina@ahse.info" ��nina@ahse.info�)


Clinics still cost $880 per person, with an additional cost of $110 (once per site) which includes provision of a copy of Jane Myers’ book “Horse Safe” as well as a 75 page bound Horse Safety Australia  document containing useful resources for horse businesses.  This is in direct response to requests from clinic participants for more resources to take home with them.





        














This is the plastic version which you can buy through us for $70.31 (including GST) per pair (bulk).   The steel version is a beautiful piece of equipment, but may be too expensive for bulk buying! ($139.95 per pair) 





For more details of this product go to


� HYPERLINK "http://www.smartrider.net" ��www.smartrider.net�  If you wish to purchase some do that through us at the cheaper rates.








The Executive hopes you and your families have had a wonderful Christmas, and some time off to reflect on life. If your registration is overdue…this may be your last contact from us….we cannot continue to send the newsletters to non members for ever! If you are due for re-certification there will be an extra sheet in with the newsletter for you to complete and return, to maintain your involvement with us. You can now do this for 1 year ($66) or 3 years ($198).   We look forward to being of assistance to you in the future…Do ring or email if you have any questions or problems that we can assist you with.                 


Cheers! Nina Arnott, Executive Officer 
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