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NEWS: July 2004
THE ASSOCIATION FOR HORSEMANSHIP SAFETY & EDUCATION IN AUSTRALIA INC. ABN 44 215 962 886 
AHIC Code of Practice: HorseSafe
Great news! The AHSE Site Accreditation has been approved by the HorseSafe Committee to include the AHIC audit process (so long as those going through our process pay the AHIC administrative fees - an extra $330) This means (if you pay the extra) you can get a dual accreditation when your site is approved by the AHSE auditor.
· The new site accreditation (slightly adjusted to include all aspects of the AHIC code) is available on the website www.ahse.info
· The Code can be found on the Australian Horse Industry Council website: www.horsecouncil.org.au
The Victorian Adventure Activity Standards for Trail Riding have now been endorsed in Victoria and are being looked at in other states. This is more descriptive than the other code....Check this out on : www.orc.org.au
Standards for Group Riding Programs

Our Standards document has been changed slightly to reflect changes that are relevant to the Australian circumstances.  They have been endorsed by the Executive and re-checked during the Conference mentioned below.  Most of the alternations were minor.  The new version can be found on the website under “Standards”.
STRATEGIC PLANNING CONFERENCE 
For two days in June 2004, 18 key players in AHSE met to discuss issues about the future of this organisation.  Below is the “mission statement” we designed, and a summary of where we are now and hope to go in the future:
Mission Statement: “The Association for Horsemanship, Safety and Education  is actively engaged in setting and promoting standards of excellence in safety and education, for those involved in all sectors of the recreational horse industry.   Specialized clinics, recognizing prior learning, offer impartial assessments of instructors, and nationally accepted qualifications.”

Past: 

to date the organisation had concentrated on:

clinics for instructors of group riding programs for 


beginners, and those running events for horse riders

Clinics for Trail Riding 5 day / Arena 5 day / Events 3 day

Future: 
more of the above plus:

· Be inclusive of those teaching smaller groups or 1:1

· Insurance provision for individual instructors and sites available through Affinity Risk Partners

· Harness clinics (Noel and Nina to look into this possibility)

· Horse behaviour workshops (1 day)

· Train the Instructor to teach

· Clinics for qualifications for those training horses and riders in horse handling principles 

· Horsemanship Rider and handler training days 

· Risk management workshops (with sponsorship?)

· Any other safety related issue in Horse Industry

· Reaccreditation clinics (2 days?) professional development

STOP PRESS: Insurance
Affordable insurance cover is now available through AHSE for individuals who are ‘stand-alone’ instructors.  Public Liability Insurance cover no longer is beyond the normal instructor!  Not only has Affinity Risk Partners donated the Public Liability insurance cover for the organisation to us, as a sign of their faith in what we do, but we have negotiated with them a cover that is reliable, affordable, and based on risk management and our qualifications for our instructors.

This means that those who want to teach a few people each week (at home, at the rider’s place, or at a third party venue); or who want to run horsemanship or riding clinics, etc. can obtain insurance (as long as they have successfully gone through the AHSE process) 

Enquiries: Geoff Ellis, Affinity Risk Partners (Victoria) 03 8587 7777 

CLINICS:

Future clinics will include:

Set clinics in each state, each year (to be arranged well ahead by our Office).

SA’s will be held at Wirraway in June 2005, Victoria x 2  (one trail riding, one arena), one in NSW and one in Qld. The details for the next 12 months will be posted on the website very soon!

PLUS any extra clinics as requested by operators who want to arrange them at their site.... The following are currently under negotiation:


23 August

Somerset Riding Centre, Brisbane, Qld
(definite)

6 September

Ironbark Outdoor Centre, near Bendigo, Vic



29 November
Papillon Riding School, Centennial Park, Sydney


All the above will be arena/trail riding combined clinics

The Office currently has a list of interested people waiting for a clinic in their district.  

Clinics pre 2001: For those who gained their qualification prior to the time clinics were linked to the training package, we are recommending that you do another clinic.  In some ways we are still covering the same ground, but to apply the Recognition of Prior Learning process is hard enough during a 4 ½ day clinic, let alone trying to apply it to the previous system.  The current clinic process includes a number of new areas, including more on risk management, emergency procedures, insurance and the Australian Horse Industry Council code of practice.  
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