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Hi Everyone! 

Our new RTO is Sport SA 

As well as holding 7 clinics in the second half of the 

year, most of 2015 was spent finding the right 

registered training organisation to partner with. 

Many of you will have seen the announcements on 

Facebook and our website, but this section is for 

those who missed these notifications. ‘Sport SA’ 

understands the diversity in sport and recreation, 

are a not for profit group, and know about skills 

recognition processes, so they are ideal to be our link 

with the national training system.  Thanks ‘Sport SA’, 

we look forward to a long and fruitful relationship 

with you! 

Our first project linked to this partnership is a 

planned Face to Face meeting for our existing and 

new clinic instructors to be held this week in Victoria. 

The regulator (ASQA) for Registered Training 

Organisations (eg TAFEs) has indicated that it soon 

will require that all staff in RTOs who teach riding be 

appropriately qualified to do this. This could be one 

reason your qualification is important, if you want to 

work in a TAFE or a private RTO teaching riding. We 

believe that soon all riding schools and trail riding 

organisations will follow their lead. This has been 

motivated by the review of equine training in the 

national training space.  We believe that requiring 

properly qualified staff is a step in the right direction, 

with other requirements to help manage risk being: 

 Fit for purpose horses 

 Good horse related systems/procedures 

 First aid qualifications held by instructors 

 Good environments for horse activities 

 and supportive /informed insurance. 

Interestingly, Affinity Insurance Brokers (the 

company we recommend) has been encouraging 

their clients to develop all these areas when they 

have been working with and advising clients who 

work in equine activities. 

 

 

 

Sun protection when riding 

There is a brim available which sits on a lightweight 

helmet and is quite comfortable to wear. It is 

attached with Velcro, and is not heavy. Costs: under 

$40 and it comes in a variety of colours. (Brand: 

‘Prairie Rider’)  A bonus is that the brim can be 

modelled to mimic the Western or Australian shaped 

hats .   It is a great way to keep cool in hot weather 

or to keep the rain off your face in winter, and you 

can be OHS compliant at the same time! 

 
This picture was taken at our Alice Springs clinic in 

October last year…You could not have found a more 

gruelling trial for the hat/helmet combination, it 

was up to 40 ° C most days : with us working outside 

with no shade for the arena! 

Model- thanks-Rebecca Freshwater 

 

Clinics in 2015: 

We had a busy second half of 2015 which was very 

worthwhile. As always, we gained some great new 

members. Clinics were held in SA, Vic, NSW and Qld 

(general groups), and then there was an exclusively 

NCHA professional trainers one in Tamworth, a 

similar NCHA/AQHA joint group in Vic, and one 

focussing on working in the outback in Alice Springs. 

A number more will be held for trainers who run 

their own horsemanship clinics during this year too. 

 

Horse Safety Australia activities: 

In 2016 we hope to work with the WorkCover 

departments in each state to ensure that the ‘Guide 

to managing risks when new and inexperienced 

persons interact with horses’ is being used widely.  

There is also work to be done related to the project 

in NSW to develop their new Code for safety in horse 

activities in the workplace. Codes are important as 

they have more authority than “Guides”.  P
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Like us! 
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We are kept busy with phone calls and emails daily, 

often from members of the public who need advice 

on safety around horses.  These often include 

complaints about dangerous horse businesses. One 

of the most common topics of enquiry is helmets, 

including questions on the recommended types, the 

standards, their deterioration etc. We also provide 

expert reports to help with court cases, and of course 

there is our site accreditation service, which is now 

becoming more popular. 

 

Renewal of membership of Horse Safety Australia  

As mentioned in our last newsletter, when it is 3 

years from your clinic, or from your previous re-

certification, you will need to re register with us to 

stay on our books. In addition to registration with us, 

this means that you will keep receiving newsletters 

and updates on any important changes in the 

industry. Remember that your membership dollars 

help us maintain our presence in the industry. To 

stay registered with us, you will need to provide 

proof of the following: having a current first aid 

certificate, currency working in the industry, and 

having undertaken at least 20 hours of ‘professional 

development’ in the period since your last 

registration. So keep records of things you 

do/attend ready for your next renewal! Your expiry 

date is on your certificate. The relevant application 

can be found on the website at: 

http://www.horsesafetyaustralia.com.au/members

hip-renewals/  

People, Horses, Culture : 13 May, Randwick NSW 

 
Keep this 
date in your 
diary… The 
last safety 

conference 
held in SA 
was a great 
success and 

covered 
many important areas. Feel free to contact Horse SA 
(horsesa@horsesa.asn.au) if you have any 
suggestions for hot topics. 

 

 

 

Our AGM is planned for January. 

We emailed out the minutes of the past AGM and the 

agenda for this one before Christmas, and put a 

notification on the website. Here is a summary of 

what was sent. It will be a phone-in meeting, and if 

you are not planning to be a part of this, please send 

back the proxy form at the end of this page, to help 

us meet our quota of members. 

A G E N D A for the 17th AGM 
THE 17th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF HORSE SAFETY 

AUSTRALIA INC. WILL BE HELD AS A PHONE CONFERENCE 

ON Monday 25 January 2016 BEGINNING AT 6.00 PM 

(Eastern Daylight Saving Time) The call in number for those 

interested to be part of this meeting will be   

           02 8238 6561 Pin 5667729039#   

I. APOLOGIES & PROXIES  
II. MINUTES OF 16th AGM (on website) 

III. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Paul Davenport 
IV. TREASURER’S REPORT: Margaret Mooney 
V. AUDITOR’S REPORT for 2014-5 (available on 

request: please email the office if you would like 
a copy of this document) 

VI. ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 

VII. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 
 

PROXY FORM:    Each member is entitled to appoint another 

member as proxy by notice given to the Secretary no later than 

24 hours before the time of the meeting in respect of which the 

proxy is appointed.  
 

I,                       (Member’s Full Name) 

……………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

of                         (Member’s address) 

…………………………………………………………………………..…………………… 

being a Member of  Horse Safety Australia Inc hereby appoint: 
 

…………………………………………………………………..………………………… 

     (Proxy’s Name.-Leaving this blank will nominate the Chairperson) 
 

as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the Annual 

General Meeting of HSA to be held on 25 January 2016 and 

at any adjournment thereof. 

Signed by the Member appointing the proxy 

 

……………………………………….………..………...Date………………..   

Please complete this form and post or email /send the 

completed form (to arrive by 6pm 24 January) : 

Nina Arnott 

Executive Officer: Horse Safety Australia Inc 

Box 1190, Strathalbyn SA 5255 

nina@horsesafetyaustralia.com.au,  or 

SMS & attach a photo of the form filled in to 0411 685 211 

Nomination forms for the executive are also on the home 

page of the website. 
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