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Hi Everyone! 

We hope that this finds everyone safe and well 

after a difficult start to the year with bushfires 

in SA and Vic., and flooding in NSW and QLD. 

The last 12 months saw an increase in the 

variety of projects for Horse Safety Australia. 

We continue to advise and assess individual 

instructors and riding establishments but the 

number of organisations which have 

approached us to run in-house clinics has 

increased. For example, we are currently 

organising clinics to provide formal instructor 

qualifications for the elite trainers in both the 

National Cutting Horse Association and the 

Australia Stock Horse Society. 

General clinic dates for 2015 so far are: 

SA: June 5th – 9th  near Strathalbyn (FULL) 

QLD: July 17th – 21st near Gympie 

NSW: August 24th – 28th near Camden 

The registration forms are on the website, and 

if anyone needs these posted to them for 

people they know who want to attend, please 

contact the office on 08 8536 3274.  

AHIC Survey of the horse industry 

As a member of the Australian Horse Industry 

Council Board, Nina worked with a market 

survey company ASDF, to help produce and 

distribute this survey, which had a remarkable 

uptake of over 3000 respondents. It involved 

over 300 face-to-face interviews at Equitana 

and then the rest of the responses were on 

line, prompted through member associations 

and the Australian Horse Industry Council 

website. Horse Safety Australia helped sponsor 

the survey and as a result has a very 

comprehensive snapshot of the industry. (The 

survey is available for purchase from the AHIC 

office). 

To the question: “Have you had a serious 

accident linked to horses and involving 

hospitalization?” of 3017 actual responses 

1249 people said YES!!! Serious injuries were 

higher amongst 18-24 year olds (43%) followed 

by 25-39 year olds of which (42%) had serious 

accidents. The area with the highest incidence 

of serious accidents was predicably racing 

(50%). The most common place the accidents 

happened were at home, at a friends’ house or 

when training a horse, followed by riding at an 

event.  Of those under 18 years old who were 

injured, 40% occurred  at an event and 19% at 

a riding school, with 32% of this group 

supervised at the time of the accident. There is 

so much information which is interesting and 

useful in the survey that we still need to digest. 

We will provide more details in out next 

newsletter, and on the website. Perhaps the 

most salutary information is the rate of 

accidents requiring hospitalization (38% of all 

respondents) and that people accept this level 

of risk so casually! 

Ongoing Involvement with TAFEs and other 

equine colleges 

It has been approximately 4 years since we 

were first approached by TAFE NSW to work 

with them. We have since run in-house clinics 

for them and worked closely in advising them 

in the area of safety around horses. We are still 

regularly getting instructors from various 

campuses attending our clinics and now have 

an ongoing commitment to be part of a group 

which regularly reviews their procedures. We 

have also been involved with other equine 

colleges in NSW and QLD, and we commend 

them all for taking their responsibilities to 

safety in their programs so seriously. 

Agrifoods 

We have also been involved with an advisory 

group for Agrifoods (the Industry Skill Council 

which covers agriculture - including horse 

related activities such as mustering) as they 

develop a cross discipline Certificate II in Horse 

Care. 

Safe Work Australia Guide 

The last newsletter gave you an introduction to 

the new SafeWork Australia ‘Guide to 

managing risks when new and inexperienced 
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persons interact with horses’ (just Google it if 

you haven’t looked at it yet!). Since then work 

has continued with our input developing extra 

materials for the Guide and educating 

organisations, councils and other groups. Nina 

recently gave a talk to the Industry Advisory 

Committee of the Australian Horse Industry 

Council informing them about the Guide. If you 

haven’t had time to go through this yet, please 

do, it is easy to read, and essential reading for 

anyone who deals with riders or horse 

handlers, workers etc. who are new to horses. 

The Australian Skills Quality Authority  

Over the last year, ASQA - the national 

regulator for vocational education and 

training-  has been auditing Registered Training 

Organisations that train people in the Horse 

Industry. Nina has worked with those involved 

in the audits and we are encouraged that 

efforts are being made to regulate those 

training in the equine industry. 

Horse Safety Conference – Adelaide 

In October last year, a Horse Safety Conference 

was held in South Australia organised by Horse 

SA. There were a number of local speakers as 

well as others from interstate and overseas. 

Jodie Deakes from WorkCover NSW officially 

launched the SafeWork Australia Guide and 

Nina then spoke in more detail about the Guide 

and the Australian Horse Industry Council Code 

of Practice as well as some riding programs for 

indigenous groups that we have been involved 

with. Paul Davenport from Horse Safety 

Australia and Affinity Insurance Brokers spoke 

about managing risk. Jane Myers spoke about 

horse behaviour and human safety. There was 

an excellent turn out with people attending 

from South Australia as well as a large number 

coming from interstate. There was interest to 

run more conferences of a similar nature in 

other states in the future. 

New Registered Training Organisation 

This year brings with it a new Registered 

Training Organisation for Horse Safety 

Australia (This is the group which supplies the 

units of competency linked to our programs 

which are included in the ‘Registered Skill Sets’ 

for the qualifications of  Instructor, Trail Guide 

etc.). For many years we have had this service 

provided by Wirraway Training, which was also 

run by Nina, and which has now closed. We 

would like to thank them for all the hard work 

they have put in to helping Horse Safety 

Australia develop these important links with a 

national training system. We will now be 

working with Crest Education - part of Hillcrest 

College in Victoria - which is run by one of our 

Clinic Instructors, Deborah Lovett. We look 

forward to working closely with Deborah and 

her staff at Crest Education. 

Facebook 

Our Facebook page has rapidly grown with our 

number of ‘likes’ reaching 980+ at the last 

count.  We have posted a variety of 

information and it has been interesting to see 

what people are viewing, sharing and liking 

with some of the posts having over 20,000 

views. 

Renewal of membership and recertification 

Some of you will receive paperwork with this 

newsletter in regards to recertification for your 

membership. Like any professional 

organisation, you need to maintain your 

registration with us. This occurs every 3 years 

and involves you providing proof of the 

following: having a current first aid certificate, 

having proof of currency working in the 

industry, and having undertaken at least 20 

hours of ‘professional development’ in the 

period since your last registration.  (This can be 

any learning relevant to your role as instructor 

and/or trail guide…and can be course you have 

done, clinics attended, lessons to improve your 

horsemanship etc.) So keep records of things 

you do/attend for your next renewal! If you 

were due in 2014 and didn’t renew then, or are 

due this year, there will be the appropriate 

paper work included with this newsletter. 

Please make sure you complete and return it if 

you want to stay registered with us. 

We hope you have a great 2015, and stay safe! 
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