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Hi everyone! 

It has been another busy year for Horse 

Safety Australia. It is great that more and 

more people from various parts of the 

horse industry are involved in some way 

every year. This is either through being 

involved in a clinic or now more and more 

it is people contacting us for our expertise 

in the areas of safety around horses. 

‘Hoofbeats’ magazine 

Earlier in the year we were contacted by 

an equine journalist from the equestrian 

magazine Hoofbeats. She writes a column 

called ‘Please explain’ and has had a 

number of questions recently regarding 

the safety aspects of horse care. We have 

been asked to assist in answering a 

number of questions which will then be 

published in future editions...and she 

hopes this will become an ongoing feature 

of the magazine.  If you get a chance pick 

up a copy and have a look!  

Clinics 

There have been 4 clinics so far this year, 

one in each of the following states, 

Queensland, Victoria, New South Wales 

and South Australia, each clinic attracting 

approximately 12 people. We would like 

to congratulate those newly qualified 

people and welcome them as members. 

There is lots of ongoing interest for clinics 

this year, enough so that we are looking 

to hold two more in November and 

December – one in Queensland and one in 

Victoria. The QLD clinic (at Gympie) will 

probably be 8th – 12th November and the 

Victorian one is expected to be 2nd – 6th 

December.  

There has been a slight change to the 

clinics this year. Nina has taken a step 

back from having to be involved in all of 

them, allowing Nicola Ridley and Margaret 

Mooney to run them. They have the 

qualifications to meet the requirements of 

the private Registered Training 

Organisation involved in our certification 

and we are fortunate that they are flexible   

and can commit to taking weeks off 

regularly to perform this function. Nina 

has still attended each one to be a backup 

and support for them and will do so for 

the rest of this year. Future clinics will 

then be run by either Nicola or Margaret 

along with our other clinic instructors.  

SA Clinic June 2013 

Involvement with TAFE continues 

HSA has still been working closely with 

TAFE NSW throughout the year helping to 

redevelop some areas of the courses they 

offer. It was also great to see a number of 

staff members from Scone TAFE attend a 

clinic and extend their professional 

development through Horse Safety 

Australia.  
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In house training clinic 

As well as the normal clinics, Nina has 

spent a week at Mill Valley Ranch in 

Victoria running a clinic with the help of 

Deborah Lovett and Lindy Gordon. This 

was an in-house training clinic for 

voluntary staff members and Certificate III 

in Outdoor Recreation students from two 

sites, who were wishing to become 

assistant instructors. It was a great 

success and we would like to congratulate 

all those who achieved this qualification. 

 

In house training, Mill Valley Ranch, Victoria: May 2013 

Work Cover guide 

Horse Safety Australia was also 

approached by Work Cover NSW initially 

to read through a guide for those working 

with vulnerable people and horses, put 

together by them. There were a number 

of changes that needed to be made and in 

the end Nina was asked to be much more 

involved than originally planned. This is a 

great opportunity for not only HSA but the 

horse industry to have a guide that is 

endorsed by Safe Work Australia. We will 

keep you up dated with the progress of 

this guide, and possibly email you when it 

is open for public feedback...and 

encourage you to contribute to this 

process. 

With Nina now not being so involved in 

the clinics, it gives her a chance to accept 

other work on behalf of Horse Safety 

Australia similar to this – another great 

way for us to get our name out there and 

to lead the way in horse safety. 

 

Site accreditation  

There have been two new sites involved in 

accreditation this year. One being Attunga 

Country Camp site, Canyonleigh NSW 

which is nearing completion of the 

process. The other is Equest Stock 

Training Facility in Atherton, QLD, which is 

well on the way with just some paperwork 

to complete. If anyone is interested in 

getting their site accredited it costs $660 

plus travel costs. We do try and keep the 

costs down by visiting you when someone 

from HSA is close by to your site. For 

further details please don’t hesitate to 

contact us. 

Membership  

The membership page on our website has 

now been updated. This has been overdue 

for a while but we now have more help in 

the office to assist in areas like this. The 

list includes our current members and 

those who have gone through the 

recertification system. If your 3 year initial 

membership has expired and you haven’t 

been recertified your name will not be on 

the list. For those of you needing to 

recertify you will find the documentation 

enclosed with this newsletter. Please 

return this to our office. 


